
   

 

The cast of characters involved in that first Christmas is as fascinating as it 

is unlikely.  We have a simple young village girl, recently betrothed, giving 
birth for the first time, in surroundings which could only speak of poverty and 
hast necessity.  The crèches we create today have been so romanticized 
that we fail to realize that the original was full of the dust, dirt, and debris of 
an agricultural barn-cave with farm animals filling much of the space avail-
able.  The earthly smell and the clammy warmth of such places is well-

known to any who have spent time on a farm in winter.  It is really not a romantic scene at 
all.  The parents-to-be were weary, having traveled far, and glad at the security of any shel-
ter that happenchance provided them. 

The Nativity stories go on to tell us that in this otherwise 
totally unnoteworthy situation, the majesty and glory of 
God was made known in the birth of this child.  The per-
sonal pilgrimage of Jesus of Nazareth that began that day 
in Bethlehem was to change the history of the 
world.  Nothing could ever be the same again.  We are told of the angelic host singing ho-
sannas to the Son of David; of shepherds inspired by the heavenly vision to proclaim 
through their worship that the babe was Lord and King.  The journey of the Magi from dis-
tant lands brought gifts prophetic of Him.  Gold was the sign that Jesus the Christ is King, 
not just of the world but all creation.  The costly incense symbolized the worship offered to 
God Himself that was the childôs true birthright. The myrrh promised that he, with all men, 
would carry the mark of death to a human grave.  However, the body it was to anoint, to pre-
serve it against the decay that inevitably begins with dying, was destined not for the tomb, 
but for Resurrection. 

The worldôs joy at Christmas time is trivialized if it focuses merely on the sentimental babe of 
Bethlehem.  It only reaches its fullness when we recognize this baby is at once the man of 
Cavalry and the Risen Lord of Pascha.  Birth, death, resurrection belong together in this pil-
grimage that begins at Christmas.  In the darkness of a broken world, a light shines that 
nothing can extinguish.  The most precious gift to you this Christmas is this hope, and its 
reality, awakened in you once again, such that you may enter into all your tomorrows with 
the confidence and exuberant joy that this knowledge makes possible. 

These few words come to you with all good wishes for a wonderful and holy season. 

         Affectionately, 

      Fr. Emmanuel 
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Christmas, 2009  

Dear friends, 

òIn the darkness of a 
 broken world, a light 

shines that nothing can 
extinguishó.  
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Parish Council Corner 
By John Charalabidis (President-St Thomas Parish Council) 
 

 

     This year, 2009, we opened up our first General Assembly with the State of St Thomas Address (an address 
we hope will be given each year).  2009 also marked the 40th year anniversary of the US Space Program landing 
a man on the moon and bringing him safely back to earth.  It was a year that saw the world economy in a se-
vere recession; some even went as far to say that it was a depression.  Nevertheless, we went forward with a 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦ  hǳǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ 
Houston, TX in 1962. Some of you may remember it; you may recall the following part: 
 

òéWe choose to go to the moon. 

We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, 

not because they are easy, but because they are hard,  

because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our 

energies and skills, 

because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, 

one we are unwilling to postpone,  

and one which we intend to win, and the others, too. éó 

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άtŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎέ όŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
given each year), we had to announce!   
 
1. We announced the following notable results for 2009: 
 

a.)  Our biggest contributor has completed payment of the balance of the pledge for the Balis      
Education Building:   $ 75,000.00. 
 
b.) We exercised full disclosure reporting to our parish; see expense report pie chart on opposite page. 
 
c.)  An AGORA Record Gross & Net was set this year: @ $ 260,000.00 with Expenses estimated at:  
 $ 100,000.00.  Thus a net:  @ $160,000.00. 
 
d.)  On December 17, 2009, Balis Education Center Loan of @ $267,500.00 was paid in full!! 
 
e.)  We have been working to completion and will be providing the St Thomas Directory 2010 to our 
parishioners in the January/February 2010 timeframe. 
 
f.)  A new Photocopy Machine Contract was signed; new machine has Color and Black and White Copy 
capability and is at about the same price as our previous contract that provided only Black and White 
Copy capability (@ $ 375.00/month).  The new machine allows for Color Copying, Faxing, Network 
Printing, Scanning)  Note: Needs St Thomas Computing Network connection to allow access to all. 
 
g.)  We hired a outstanding new Principal for the St Thomas Hellenic School, Panagiota Delimaris. 
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2. We announced the following future projects: 
 a.)  St Thomas Computing Network - Develop the St Thomas Computing Network to allow the 
 Church Office, Community Center, and Education Center to provide information flow and access 
 to the internet.  This project will allow for further investment into our youth for education and 
 recreational purposes as well as bringing up to date the computing ability of our Church Office.
 Project Cost:  @ $30,000.00. 
 

 b.)  Tutoring and Education Center  - Develop a Tutoring and Education Center via a volunteer 
 teaching program  and invest in training material.  Tutoring and Training material would include 
 but not be limited to the following:  SAT Preparation, Effective Writing, Mathematics, Calculus, 
 Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Information Systems, etc.  Project Cost:  @ $5,000.00. 
 
 c.)  Landscape Project   Initiate a comprehensive landscaping project for the Church grounds that 
 includes repaving around the Church foundation and the clearing out of large trees whose roots 
 are causing damage to our Church Building foundation.  The project will allow for the stopping of 
 damage that is presently occurring and upon completion act as preventive maintenance while 
 beautifying the church grounds.  This project will include the financial support of many church 
 groups that use it as well as the Parish Council.  Project Cost:  @ $25,000.00. 
 
 

St. Thomas GOC Expenses at Oct 2009

ST Admin Pay+Befts A

ST Admin Pay+Befts B

ST Admin Pay+Befts C

ST Admin Pay+Befts D

Chanter

Choir Mstr + Organist

Hellenic School

Addl Payroll Taxes

Arch Assessment

Utilities

Bldg Maint

Insurance

Office

Candles

Sunday Sch + Youth

Other Budgeted

Other Addl
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 d.)  Renovation Project (Small)   Initiate a comprehensive renovation project for the Small Hall (underneath our 
 church).  The project will allow for the hall to be capable to bringing in donations for its use to host various 
 events that will bring revenue.  This project will include the financial support of many church groups that use it 
 as well as the Parish Council.Project Cost:  @ $75,000.00. 
 
 e.)  Renovation Project (Large)   Initiate a comprehensive renovation project for the Large Hall                               
 (St Thomas Community Center).  The project will allow for the hall to be capable to bringing in donations for its 
 use as it is used to host various events.  It will increase church revenue.  This project will include the financial 
 support of many church groups that use it as well as the Parish Council.  Project Cost:  @ $100,000.00. 

 
                                 Finally, we close out this productive and joyous 2009 year with: 

 

Have A Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year!! 

______ 

͋ϔϞϲɯ͗ϤϜϦϧϢэϖϘϠϠϔɯ 

ϝϔϜɯ 

͆ϨϧϨϪϜϦϟЌϠϢɯϧϢɯ͎ЌϢɯ΅ϧϢϥ 

Talk to you all again next year!! 

Meze Marathon in April     
 
      On Monday April 12, 2010 we shall sponsor a Meze Marathon.  This is a two hour 
opportunity for fellowship celebrating our Patron Saint, St. Thomas whose memory will be  
observed in Church the preceding day.  The Adelphia Convention Center and Restaurant 
will host us from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  We shall begin selling tickets to this wonderful event  
after Christmas for $10.00 a ticket.  Please note that there will be an Open Bar and Free 
Food Buffet for this event.  Joining us will be a Greek American DJ for our dancing pleasure.  
We are looking to sell 5000 tickets for this Meze Marathon event to raise $50,000 for the St. 
Thomas building fundɂto fund future renovation projects (see Parish Council Corner). 
     Obviously additional donations are accepted.  Your church invites you to take up this 
commitment and like Moses and King David make this fund raiser above and beyond in 
generosity and love for God and His many blessings.  
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St. John Chrysostom Awards Banquet  
 
 
      The St. John Chrysostom Awards Grand Banquet took place November 8th 2009 at the Concordville Inn, 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦΦΦ DǊŀƴŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ  ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ  
Jersey Diocese.  In attendance were  His Eminence  Metropolitan Evangelos, clergy, as well as the Consul 
Generals of both Greece and Cyprus, Ms. Aglaia Balta and Mr. Andreas Panagiotou.    
     Two individuals were selected by each Parish to receive lifetime service awards for their outstanding 
contributions and achievements, not only in service to their respective Parishes, but also for the positive 
impact they have had on the Orthodox community as a whole.  From St. Thomas,  George Burlotos was 
ǾƻǘŜŘ άaŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ wƘƻŘŜǎ ά²ƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘΗ 
     For the first time as part of the new Ambassador Awards Program, organized by His Eminence Metro-
politan Evangelos , teenagers from all Parishes of our region were honored.  These young people signifi-
cantly personify the attributes of four components: Worship, Service, Witness and Fellowship.  Four teens 
were selected to represent their Parish at the event.  Congratulations to the four nominees from                 
St. Thomas:      
     Michael Lazaropoulos-Ambassador of Peace, Peter Sandilos-Ambassador of Faith, Spyridon Mantzas-
Ambassador of Hope and Niko P. Birbilis- Ambassador of Love. 
Finally, regional  Ambassadors were selected out of all the nominees present. Congratulations to Spyros 
Mantzas from St. Thomas, age 18, for being selected  Ambassador of Hope for the Region.  
            

Mary Rhodes is honored by Metropolitan Evangelos Metropolitan Evangelos honors George Burlotos and Mary Rhodes. 

Top Row/Left-Right: Cypriot Consul Gen. Andreas Panagiotou, Metropolitan 
Evangelos, Consul Gen. of Greece Aglaia Balta. Bottom Row/Left-Right: Niko P. 
Birbilis (Ambassador of Love), Spyros Mantzas (Ambassador of  Hope), Peter 
Sandilos (Ambassador of Faith), and Michael Lazaropoulos (Ambassador of 
Peace). 

Our four youth Ambassadors display their awards  
with  Father Emmanuel. 

Please refer to pages 6-9 that follow with details on each of the St. Thomas nominees. 

By Peter N. Birbilis 
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M ichael is a good-hearted soft-ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΦ  Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ 

ŦƻǊ ƳŜέ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

together.  Michael was in my Sunday School class during the 2008-2009 school year.  This was a seventh 

through ninth grade class where student ages ranged from 12 to 15 years. Michael was able to involve the 

younger students in discussions and at the same time reach out to the students who were his age.  I have 

seen him do this in G.O.Y.A. as well.  If Michael is involved in the project then it is safe to say that eventually 

all the young people involved in that project will take part.  I can say  that I have never seen Michael do 

something or accept a task with the thought as to how it would benefit himself.  If there ever was a teen-

ager with no ego and an ability to reach out to diverse group of students this is the perfect young man.  

 As a nominee for the Ambassador of Peace Award it is important to note that this young man is 

kind and never says an ill word to anyone nor about anyone.  In my Sunday School class, at the start of the 

year, many students were disrespectful and made it quite clear that they did not want to spend their morn-

ing in a Sunday School class.  Michael was a great help in getting students involved in the lessons and discus-

sions.  I truly believe he helped to make the year enjoyable and meaningful.  I believe he has the ability to 

reach out to all not because it benefits him but out of a deep love and faith in Jesus Christ. 

Michael Lazaropoulos is a young man that does not see color, gender, age or disability but rather 

sees the personhood of all people.  He is a young man that is active in the life of the St. Thomas Parish hav-

ing participated in G.O.Y.A., Oratorical Festival, Sights and Sounds and Olympics.  He attends Sunday School 

regularly and has been an acolyte.  Michael does not merely participate in the life of the Parish; as a young 

adult he involves others in the life of the Parish. 

Michael is sensitive always noting the potential of the young people around him and helping others 

to grow.  He is never in competition with other young adults but is striving to make himself better and in 

doing so making others around him better.  He can be heard encouraging and complementing others. Mi-

chael Lazaropoulos is non-judgmental, non-critical, accepting, open-minded and fair.  He has the qualities of 

a good mediator.  He is the type of young person others will involve for new ideas, to settle disputes, mend 

fences and find common ground.  He has a deep and abiding faith in Christ and in Orthodoxy.  He is a peace-

maker. 

  Michael has always been involved in Parish life from a young boy.  Michael is a sensitive and loving 

young man that has blossomed not only in confidence but more importantly in his faith.  Michael has par-

ticipated in G.O.Y.A., Olympics, Sights and Sounds, Soup Kitchen, Caroling to home bound parishioners and 

Camp Good Shepherd.   He has been involved in the altar, attended Sunday School regularly, and partici-

pated in the Oratorical Festival.   Michael is an extremely observant young man and always sees Christ in 

everyone.  Michael is the sort of person that when confronted with difficult situations always turns to God 

and through prayer solves his every  problem. 

Nominee: Michael Lazaropoulos (Ambassador of Peace 

Submitted by:  Charles Sandilos  
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       Nominee- Peter Sandilos- (Ambassador of Faith) 
       Submitted by:  Eleni Boyadjis 
 

 I t is my pleasure to nominate Peter Sandilos as a candidate for the Ambassa-

dor of Faith Award. I have known Peter Sandilos for his entire life and can attest to his 

true devotion to his faith. As a parishioner of St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church in 

Cherry Hill, NJ, Peter has seized the opportunity from a very young age to demonstrate his love and 

commitment to his Orthodox faith.  

Peter was brought to St. Thomas faithfully as an infant and began his "formal" learning at the 

age of three where he attended "Tot and Me" classes with his parents. He has attended Sunday 

School regularly since that time and by the age of eight Peter also began serving in the altar as an aco-

lyte. Peter has also participated fully in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival from the very first 

year that he was eligible. Peter entered the Elementary Division for three years and the Junior Division 

for two years. This year Peter won his, division at St. Thomas and proceeded to compete at the re-

gional level receiving the award of honorable mention. This is a remarkable achievement as Peter was 

in the eighth grade at the time and was perhaps the youngest participant.  Peter has also attended the 

Saint Thomas Summer Camp in the past, as well as the Metropolis of New Jersey's Camp Good Shep-

herd, where he embraced the opportunity to grow further in his faith and to explore his Orthodox 

roots. 

Peter's devotion to his faith is evidenced not only by his participation in the altar, Sunday 

School , Oratorical Festival and camps but also through his very active participation in GOYA. As a 

member of    GOYA for three years, Peter attended all of the religious retreats and overnight religious 

lock-ins which took place, whether sponsored by our St. Thomas GOYA or sponsored by the Delaware 

Valley Youth Commission. Peter also represented St. Thomas at the Metropolis of New Jersey Holy 

Cross Celebration in September 2008 in Asbury Park where he served as an altar boy and as a diver. 

While some would run from their faith and religious activities, Peter has embraced them. Peter has 

also served as GOYA eighth grade class representative and attended various GOYA sponsored activi-

ties and outreach projects such as, the Walk For Missions, benefiting OCMe, volunteering at the 

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen in Trenton and Christmas caroling at Senior Citizen Homes and Pediat-

ric Hospitals. Peter is also a member of the St. Thomas Boys Basketball team and also enjoys baseball, 

golf and playing the baritone and trumpet.  

It is my sincere belief that Peter Sandilos exemplifies all of the virtues of the Ambassador of 

Faith and should be strongly considered for this award.  
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 Nominee: Spyridon Mantzas (Ambassador of Hope) 
 Submitted by:  Rena Panagos 
 
     

     There are many ways to describe Spyro Mantzas, my nominee for the Ambassa-

dor of Hope: GOYA president, member of the National Honor Society and French Club, 

student athlete and faithful Sunday School student, just to name a few. Although many high school 

students can boast a similar list of accomplishments, what distinguishes Spyro is how he applies his 

God-given athleticism to witness the values of his Orthodox faith. 

 

     Spyro, a talented runner and soccer player, respects his body as a temple of the Holy Spirit. On the 

field, he is fair, courteous, and respectful toward his fellow competitors. 

     Spyro also models these values in his work with young children with mental and physical disabilities 

through his involvement in the TOP Soccer program. Off the field, he embodies a healthy lifestyle-- 

spiritually, mentally, and physically.  Spyro shuns peer pressure to smoke, drink alcohol, and use per-

formance-enhancing substances. He is also an outspoken critic of those who do engage in these  

undisciplined behaviors. 

 

     After he returned from the Cross Roads program this summer, I was impressed to hear Spyro share 

his philosophy of seeing God in every human being, especially those who are less fortunate. Having 

watched Spyro grow up in the St. Thomas community, I have seen him back up these words through 

his actions. Spyro regularly attends the Divine Liturgy and participates in Sunday School. Spyro volun-

teers at local soup kitchens, collects canned goods for the hungry, and brings Christmas cheer to 

homebound parishioners and medically-fragile children. Most notably, Spyro embraces his athletic 

giftsτnot merely for the thrill of competition or the glory of winningτbut to raise awareness for indi-

viduals    affected by breast cancer, spinal cord injuries, and world hunger. Through his long-standing 

involvement in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, the Dave Logar Memorial 5K Run, the Church 

World Service CROP Walk, and the DVYC Walk for Missions, Spyro has proven himself to be a shining 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ άǘŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪέΧ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ όƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅύ άǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪέΦ 
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               Nominee: Niko P. Birbilis (Ambassador of Love) 
               Submitted by: Hrysoula Lazaropoulos 
 

     We all march to the beat of a different drummer, and thus it is important to 

choose carefully what rhythm we choose. Music is an inseparable component of Ortho-
dox worship. It elevates simple words to glorious hymns, worthy of praising God. Niko loves music. 
Under the quiet, contemplative surface beats a heart for God. The melody has been provided by the 
Holy Spirit, and the lyrics by the Son.  
 
     {ŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳΣ bƛƪƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅΣ ŀŎǳǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ 
understanding the sermons of Father Emmanuel, and the years of Church School have sparked action, 
con brio, with vigor, in Niko, to act decisively in his life to reach out to others, be they disenfranchised, 
alone, lost, forgotten or alienated. He lives like he plays his music ς devoto: religiously; eroico: heroi-
ŎŀƭƭȅΤ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǎŜƳǇƭƛŎŜΥ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǊƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ bƛƪƻΩǎ 
soul ς acceso: on fire ς in his decisive and well contemplated answers and contributions. He reads 
with sincerity and familiarity, the Epistle readings at Divine Liturgy. Niko realizes who the Maestro in 
his life is ς it is Jesus, and keeping his eyes on Him, he proceeds to play out his role as an Orthodox 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŀǘǎ ƛƴ bƛƪƻΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ς and spills over for others. 
Life outside the protective custody of our Mother Church can be risky and unkind. 
  
     Too numerous are the dangers and temptations for youth today. But just as a musician must prac-
tice, practice, practice, so a Christian must pray, pray, pray. It is impressive to see this teen attend 
each and every Lenten service. But it is more impressive to see him stand between friends- a bridge- 
teaching them peace and love through action. It is more impressive to see him seeking the opportu-
nity to travel as a missionary, at the age of fourteen or fifteen, to Africa, or anywhere, where the 
άƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜέ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘǳƴƎŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 
for charity performances with a band to raise funds for those suffering tribulation in far away Darfur, 
or near New Orleans. The performances witness not only to those in faraway places, but to his fellow 
band members, and those in the audience. Niko demonstrates his compassion and love by spending 
weekends playing piano for elderly in a senior care facility, and entertaining at a local school and resi-
dence for disabled young people. To see a teenager sacrifice his free time in such selfless ways amazes 
even seasoned workers in the faith.  
 
     {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ bƛƪƻΩǎ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘƻ 
ƛǎ ΨƭŜŦǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜΩΣ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŜŀƭ Ƨƻȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ 
Camp Good Shepherd, knowing that there his friend will find healing, as the Good Samaritan tended 
the fallen Jew.  How much greater a world we would live in if we all picked up our instruments and 
praised God? We are all voices in the choir hymning the Creator. Some of us make a joyful noise, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ȅŜǘΦ bƛƪƻΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
forte, or con dolore, but always omaggio ς celebrating his life in Christ, living as closely to the Gospel 
ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ мрΥр ά!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ aŜ 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎΦ 
 
     bƛƪƻΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǎŎŜƴŘƻ - along with all of humanity. But his voice will 
stand out, played dolcissimo, tenerezza, trained in the Love of Christ. And as the great cacophony of 
creation intensifies, and Orthodox Christians continue running the race, Niko will be tuned into the 
moment of the Grand Pause ς where all sound ceases, and he will hear the Trumpet calling us all to be 
with the Lord. As a good and faithful servant he will see all those whom he has reached out to in love, 
following along into the Kingdom, saved by the Gospel, served by a faithful young man, keeping 
rhythm with the Heartbeat of God. 
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     This homily was prepared by GOYA 
President ,Spyro Mantzas, and delivered on 
his behalf on Nov. 22, 2009 on Youth Sun-
day.  Unfortunately, Spyroôs family obliga-
tions did not allow for him to be present in 
church.  
 
     On Sunday, October 25th, 2009 His Holi-
ness Patriarch Bartholemew wrote an article, 
which appeared in the Wall Street Journal, en-
titled ñOur Indivisible Environment- If life is sa-
cred, so is the entire web that sustains itò  I 
would like to share this article with you now. 
 
      Last week, 200 leaders in the environ-
mental movement gathered in New Orleans for 
the eighth ecological symposium organized by 
the Orthodox Christian Church. Participants 
included leading scientists and theologians, 
politicians and policy makers, business lead-
ers and NGOs, environmentalists and journal-
ists. Similar conferences have taken place on 
the Adriatic, Aegean, Baltic, and Black Seas, 
the    Danube and Amazon Rivers, and the 
Arctic Ocean. This time we sailed the mighty 
Mississippi to consider its profound impact on 
the U.S. and its fate within the global environ-
ment. 
 
      It may seem out of character for a sacred 
institution to convene a conference on so 
secular an issue. After all, Jesus counseled us 
to "Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and unto God the things that are 
God's" (Mark 12:17). Climate change, pollution 
and the exploitation of our natural resources 
are commonly seen as the domain not of 
priests but rather of politicians, scientists, tech-
nocrats or interest groups organized by con-
cerned citizens. What does preserving the 
planet have to do with saving the soul? 
 
      A lot, as it turns out. For if life is sacred, so 
is the entire web that sustains it. Some of 
those connectionsðthe effects of overharvest-
ing on the fish populations of the North Atlan-
tic, for exampleðwe understand very well. 
Others, such as the long-term health impacts 
of industrialization, we understand less well. 
But no one doubts that there is a connection 
and balance among all things animate and in-
animate on this third planet from the Sun, and 
that there is a cost or benefit whenever we 

 tamper with that balance. 
 
      Moreover, just as God is indivisible, so 
too is our global environment. The molecules 
of water that comprise the great North Atlan-
tic are neither European nor American. The 
particles of atmosphere above the United 
Kingdom are neither Labour nor Tory. There 
can be no double vision, no dualistic world-
view. Faith communities and nonbelievers 
alike must focus on the common issue of the 
survival of our planet. The natural environ-
ment unites us in ways that transcend doc-
trinal differences.  
 
      This is not to negate the need for action 
by   nations, both individually and in concert 
with other nations. Quite the contraryðthey 
are vital. The Obama administration has 
committed the United States to a 50% reduc-
tion in greenhouse gases by the year 2050. 
And there are growing expectations that 
meaningful progress can be made in the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference 
scheduled to take place in Copenhagen this 
December.  
 
      There are in fact many promising devel-
opments on the political front. But it would be 
a mistake to treat human impact on the envi-
ronment simply as a political issue. Not only 
does it have a profoundly spiritual dimen-
sion, as we have shown, but that spiritual 
dimension offers a huge additional lever that 
can be used to motivate our brothers and 
sisters around the world to take action on 
this critical issue. 
 
      This is why we call upon leaders of all 
faiths to involve themselves and their com-
munities in one of the great issues of our 
time. Ours is a powerful voice. And our belief 
in the unity and interconnectedness of all 
things constitutes a strong argument for im-
mediate action.  
 
      Is this an issue for Caesar or for God? 
We believe it must be approached in both its 
political and spiritual dimensions. Climate 
change will only be overcome when all of 
usðscientists and politicians, theologians 
and economists, specialists and lay citi-
zensðcooperate for the common good.  

 Youth Sunday Homily 
By Spyros Mantzas, GOYA President 
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ɾʶ ˍˇ ˉʷˊʰˋ˃ʰ ˍˇˎ ˔ˊˈ˄ˇˎ 
 
ɮˉˈ˄ʶˍʹΣ ʵʶ˄ ʶʾ˄ʰʽ ʹ ʸ˖ʺ 
ʁ ˔ˊˈ˄ˇˌ ˈˋˇ ˉʶˊ˄ʱʶʽΣ 
ɮʴˁʱʻʽ˄ˇ ˍˊʽʰ˄ˍʱ˒ˎ˂˂ˇ 
ɼʽ ˈ˃˖ˌΣ ˃ˇˋ˔ˇʲˇ˂ʱʶʽΦ 
 
ɮ˒ʺ˄ʶʽΣ ʾ˔˄ʹ ʰʴʽʱˍˊʶˎˍʰ 
ʅˍˇ ˁʱʻʶ ˉʷˊʰˋ˃ʱ ˍʹˌΣ 
ʅˍʹ˄ ˁˈˊʹ ˍʹ˄ ˉʶ˄ˍʱ˃ˇˊ˒ʹ  
ɮ˒ʺ˄ʶʽΣ ˍʹ ˋˁʽʱ ˍʹˌΦ 
 
ɯ˄ˇʽ˅ʹΣ ʻʶʱ ˉʰ˄ʷ˃ˇˊ˒ʹ 
ʅˍʰ ˈ˃ˇˊ˒ʰΣ ˄ˍˎ˃ʷ˄ʹΣ 
ɸʱˊʻʶʽ ˁʰʽˊˈˌΣ ˉˇˎ ˋʽ˖ˉʹ˂ʺ 
ɸʰ ˒ˏʴʹˌ ʴʹˊʰˋ˃ʷ˄ʹΦ 
 
ʃˈˋʶˌ ˒ˇˊʷˌΣ ʻΩ ʰ˄ʰˉˇ˂ʶʾˌΣ 
ɸʰ ʸʶʽˌ ˃ʶ ʰ˄ʰ˃˄ʺˋʶʽˌΣ 
ɮ˔Η ʃˈˋˇ ʻʰ ʺʻʶ˂ʶˌ ˄ʰ ˉʶʽˌ 
ʃʾˋ˖ ʴʽʰ ˄ʰ ʴˎˊʾˋʶʽˌΦ 
 
ʃˈˋʶˌ ˒ˇˊʷˌ ˍʰ ˃ʱˍʽʰ ˋˇˎΣ 
ɸʰΩ ʻʷ˂ʰ˄ ˄ʰ ʻˊʹ˄ʺˋˇˎ˄ 
ɼʱ˂˂ʹΣ ˉˇˎ ˒ˏʴʰ˄ ˁʽ ʷˋʲˎˋʰ˄Σ 
ɼʰʽ ˉʾˋ˖ ʵʶ ʴˎˊʾʸˇˎ˄Φ 
 
ɼʽΩ ʰ˄ ˇ ˔ʶʽ˃˗˄ʰˌ ʷ˒ʶˊʶΣ 
ʆʰ ˔ʽˈ˄ʽʰ ˋˍʰ ˃ʰ˂˂ʽʱΣ 
ɵʶˋˍʺ ˈ˃˖ˌΣ ˁʽ ʰʴʷˊʰˋˍʹ 
ɸʰ ˃ʷ˄ʶʽ ˉʱ˄ˍʰ ʹ ˁʰˊʵʽʱΦ 
 
            -  ɯ˄˄ʰ  ɾʰˊˇˎ˂ʱˁˇˎ 
                             2009 

 
The Ecumenical Patriarch is the spiritual leader of 
300 million Orthodox Christians. He is the author 
of "Encountering the Mystery" (Doubleday) and 
"In the World, Yet Not of the World" (Fordham).   
 
      As GOYANs, we have taken strides to do our part 
to protect the environment. We have successfully 
urged the parish council to have recycling  cans 
placed in strategic locations throughout the Agora. We 
have set up recycling bins at our monthly meetings so 
that our cans and bottles do not further harm this 
great Earth which God has created. We no longer use 
styrofoam products at any of our functions, and while 
it is a little more expensive, we feel it is the right thing 
to do.  
 
       The GOYAns are also instrumental in the upkeep 
of the Prayer Garden, which promotes not only a quiet 
place to pray and gather, but also keeps a ñgreenò 
space.  In Sunday School we have also talked about 
other problems that plague this Earth, such as World 
Hunger, using the theme of ñGive us this day, our 
daily breadò.    So, in the immortal words of Kermit the 
Frog,ò it ainôt easy being green.ò But truthfully, easy or 
otherwise, our environmentôs future depends on it.  

Thank You. 
  

GOYA volunteers doing maintenance on the Prayer Garden    

behind the church last month. 


